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Ganges Class Spring Term Newsletter 
 

As we start this term entering another period of home learning I am proud to see that children and their 
families have found ways to engage with class work in ways that best suit their individual situations. Google 
classroom is up and running with daily tasks posted. We have also provided home learning packs if access to 
Google classroom is difficult and will continue to resource these through lockdown. If your child works through 
their pack then please contact me so that more work can be provided.  
 
Topic 
Our topic this term is history led Ancient Greeks. Within this we will learn about Ancient Greek Gods, the 
differences between Athens and Sparta, daily life in Ancient Greece for men, women and children and the 
legacy of the Ancient Greeks. After half term we will be looking at sound including how sounds are made 
and how we interpret vibrations. Towards the end of the term we will be working on an Easter production, 
whether that is in class or virtually. 
 
Maths 
We will continue to follow the White Rose maths scheme continuing work from last term on multiplication and 
division. Later on in the term we will look at fractions and decimals. As this is new content for Year 4 
children I recommend as a minimum that they watch the daily videos posted and attempt the questions within 
the videos. This will make their transition back into the classroom much easier for them. Continued practice of 
times tables facts is also important. The Year 4 times table targets are 6, 7 and 9. Maths passports are 
available on the school website. If your child is unsure of which target to practise then please contact me. 
 
English 
English work this first half term will align with our topic of Ancient Greeks. We will be reading Greek myths 
and Aesop’s fables and writing our own Greek myths. I will continue to set weekly spellings which your child 
should practise at least 3 times per week. I recommend that even if your child is completing the majority of 
their work on a computer that they continue to do some writing by hand through the week. This not only 
provides a screen break but will also maintain and improve handwriting skills. Weekly live guided reading 
sessions are an opportunity for your child to learn alongside myself and other members of the class. Further 
reading materials are available through the library on Google classroom. Janey Percy-Smith is also running a 
mobile library service and is able to deliver books to your house. 
 
Alongside maths and English work will also be set (on Google classroom whilst in lockdown) for French by Ms 
Earl, art by Ms Virgin and djembe by Avtar. I will also set PE and outdoor learning activities weekly. Don’t 
forget that children can also access reading eggs, TT rockstars and mathletics. If you need logins and 
passwords for these I can provide them. 
 
If there is anything further that I can do to support during home learning or when we return class then please 
contact me (mrsbarley@shireoak.online). 
 
Ms Barley and the Year 4 team. 
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