
 

 
 

  

Y2 Curriculum Newsletter                                                              Summer 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Welcome back to what we are sure will be a busy, but exciting, Summer term - we do have 

swimming to look forward to after all! We hope you have all enjoyed the Easter break and 

taken the opportunity to reconnect with family and friends outdoors.  

Our topic this term is ‘Buckets and Spades’ and the children will be looking at UK seaside 

locations in pictures and on maps. They will be identifying the physical (natural) features 

and human (man-made) features of a seaside resort and drawing their own maps to show 

what they discover. They will investigate what activities there are to do at the seaside. They 

will discuss what seaside resorts were like in the past. They will also identify international 

seaside destinations. 

English                                                                                                                                                

Our topic, as always, will provide lots of opportunities for writing across the curriculum. The 

children will be learning how to undertake research (using information texts) which will be 

used to write reports. They will be reading stories that connect them to the seaside 

including ‘The Sand Horse’ by Ann Turnbull and ‘The Whales’ Song’ by Dyan Sheldon and 

these will be used to inspire their own stories. They will also be having the opportunity to 

read and listen to sea poems written by Edward Lear, using them as a scaffold to write and 

perform their own version of a sea poem.  

Whilst always adhering to best Shire Oak handwriting, the children will continue their good 

work on sentence structure by ensuring the basics (capital letters, finger spaces and full 

stops) are used consistently alongside other punctuation (question marks, exclamation 

marks and commas in a list). They will add greater depth to their writing by continuing to 

develop their ability to proof= read and edit their own work; making simple 

additions/revisions through the addition of interesting/ambitious vocabulary, use of co-

ordination and subordination to join clauses, use of expanded noun phrases and a wider 

range of sentence openers. To support them in their writing they will be learning key 

spelling rules each week and applying these in their writing.  



 

 
 

Maths       

The primary maths learning this term will be measurement. The children will learn about 

length, height, weight, volume, time, and money, and will be introduced to measuring 

temperature. They will also revisit some elements of maths from last term which were 

affected during school closure.                                                                                                                      

The children will continue to practice their Passport targets to secure basic number facts 

and skills. These are practised every day in school and the children are tested once a week. 

To achieve each target, the children have to say or write their answers in 30 seconds, so it is 

helpful to practise each target regularly at home too. Please ask if your child needs an 

updated copy of his or her current Passport targets.  

The children will also be continuing to count in 2’s, 3’s 5’s and 10’s daily as well as learn 

their times tables. In year 2 the focus is on 2X, 5X and 10X tables. Again, to be secure with 

these, the children need to be able to have instant recall of any given times table both 

spoken and in written form. 

Problem solving will continue to be an important part of year 2 maths, when children are 

encouraged to apply their knowledge and skills and to persevere when they are stuck.                                                                                          

In Science the children will be looking at plants, living things and their habitats. The children 

will have plenty of opportunity to develop their gardening skills as they get to grips with all 

things plant based. They will be learning all about the life cycle of a plant and will be keeping 

a diary as they study growth from seed to plant. They will undertake some research to find 

out what plants need to grow and then put this knowledge to the test with a series of 

investigations using beans. (I do believe one poor bean is going to end up in the freezer!) 

The children will be spending time outdoors discovering all the wonderful wildlife we have 

within our school grounds. They will be collecting specimens and sorting them into 

categories, and they will be investigating habitats and food chains. They will carry out a 

wildlife survey and then think about what they can do to help them thrive in the local area. 

They will work together to create a sanctuary that contains a variety of micro habitats suited 

to a range of creatures.  



 

 
 

In other areas, alongside developing general computer skills, the children will be learning 

how to use and store digital content safely. In RE they will be considering the question ‘How 

can we look after our planet?’ As a school we will be exploring the same PSHCE themes 

‘Relationships and Changes.’ In Art, the children will explore the works of David Nash and 

Andy Goldsworthy, both of whom take their inspiration from wood, trees and the natural 

environment. Who knows, we may have a soon to be discovered masterpiece of our own as 

the children recreate their own pieces in the style of these two artists! The PE focus for 

most of this term is swimming.  

Clothes or equipment                                                                                                                                

Please make sure your child brings their swimming kit to school every Wednesday, Thursday 

& Friday as specified in a prior correspondence.  

If you want your child to have milk, please make sure you log onto “Cool milk limited”, if you 

didn’t register last year, the office can give you more details. 

How you can help?                                                                                                                                

Regular reading with your child is essential in Year 2. This should be a short session of about 

ten minutes at least three times per week to enable your child to develop accuracy and 

fluency. Please date and sign your child’s reading record so that we know they have read 

their home reading books and can change them accordingly. 

You will receive a separate homework leaflet with details about our big homework project 

this half term and ideas for other activities you can do together at home. Please remember 

that the most important homework you can do is reading together regularly, practising 

spellings and helping children to learn facts for their Maths Passport targets.  

The year 2 team are always available to speak to at the start/end of the school day should 

you have any queries or concerns. If it is something that may require more time, then an 

appointment can be made through the class teacher or office. 

Best wishes, 

The Year 2 team.  

 



 

 
 

 


