Autumn 2014
Dear Parent/carer,
Key stage 1’s topic this term is “Let’s Celebrate.” For year one this will include learning about how we and others can celebrate events and festivals including the study of seasonal changes. It will also include the following areas; 

Knowledge and understanding of the world –

To include exploring in science work, linking to our “Let’s Celebrate” theme, eg. making a lighting up decoration. In History we shall be looking at events we commemorate like Bonfire night and Remembrance Day and the meaning behind these. We shall also explore religious and cultural celebrations including Diwali, Hanukkah, Advent, Christmas. In geography the whole school will have a skills day in October.  In ICT alongside developing general computer skills, we shall be finding out about logging on to the school system, accessing and using word or picture banks and using Phonics Play, Mathletics and Education City sites. 
Personal, Social and Emotional development –

We shall be exploring festivals such as Divali and other festivals of light, linking to the celebratory feel of our topic. We shall also be finding out about Jesus, and the effect he had on people who met him, leading into finding out about Advent and Christmas. We shall be exploring the PSHCE themes around “Me, myself and I”, and looking at our school rules and principles.
Creative development and Physical development –
In art we shall focus on colour, we shall also use art to extend our topic work on festivals and celebrations, exploring some modern artists, including Matisse, Picasso, Hockney, Jackson Pollock. We will make decorations and moving cards in DT. We will have role play areas including a home and celebration shop to extend speaking and listening and creative skills.  
 In P.E we will focus on games and athletics.
Science
Sound, seasonal change, humans

English
Along with the basics of reading, writing and speaking and listening, this will focus on lists, recounts, instructions and stories.
Maths
This will be in line with the new National Curriculum, working on number, counting, calculation, shape, space and measure. We are taking on board the new Numicon scheme of work throughout school.
General information

P.E is taught on Tuesdays and Wednesdays.
Please provide the following kit in a sturdy named bag.

*white t-shirt

*dark shorts (black or blue)

*pumps or trainers.

*tracksuit bottoms for outdoor PE lessons.
Homework will be given via an activity leaflet with homework book.
Water bottles please bring separate water bottle to packed lunch one, for class room use. Please clean regularly.

Reading books will be changed on Wednesdays and your child will receive 2 new books for that week. Please sign the reading record to say you have read with them. Please ensure your child brings their book bag every day. 

Parental help – We value help in school. If you wish to come in and help either regularly or occasionally, please chat with the class teacher.
Library Year 1- Wednesday
Stay and play  – You will be notified on the school newsletter of times and dates for these sessions.
If you have any money for school e.g. trips please make sure it is in a named envelope for safety.
Routines are important; please encourage your children to line up promptly for 8.50 in the circle in the playground on a morning. As we settle back into school it is lovely to see the children grow in independence. Now they know where their things go we ask for safe guarding reasons you say goodbye to your child outside on the circle, and not come in with them. 

At the end of the day the children will be dismissed from the classroom door into the hands of their carer. Please collect your child promptly at 3.10, late children will be taken to the office.

 We appreciate your involvement in making this a positive, happy and successful year for your child. 

If you have any further questions please speak to us either on the circle or through an appointment at the office.
Thank you for your support. 

Teachers- Mrs. Bennett (Monday/Tuesday/Wednesday)     Mrs. Hopkins (Wednesday/Thursday/Friday)                                Teaching assistants - Mrs Strange (full time) Mr. Straw (Monday / Tuesday)
