
 

Y1 Curriculum Newsletter                                                                Autumn 2020   

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Hello and welcome to Year 1!  it is lovely to be getting to know all of the children and hear 

their news of the summer and all they have been up to. This letter is to let you know details 

of our learning this term and some Year 1 routines.  

Our topic this term for Key Stage 1 is “Let’s celebrate”.  This will include learning about how 

we and others can celebrate events and festivals as well as celebrating ourselves! These first 

weeks are very much a time of transition from Reception and the children will continue to 

have a lot of time choosing and following their own interests in the areas of provision, 

exploring and learning for themselves.  Each day we will also spend time on phonics, maths 

and English as well as covering a range of subjects linked to our topic across the week.   

Our aim is to make all of our learning as fun and practical as possible. In line with the 

National Curriculum, English in Year 1 includes speaking and listening, phonics, reading, 

writing, spelling and handwriting. We will begin by focusing on writing lists moving on to 

cards and invitations, recounts, instructions and stories. In maths we will be mainly using 

the White Rose materials to cover the Year 1 objectives related to number and place value, 

addition and subtraction and some work on shape.  In science we will be learning about our 

senses and the human body as well as weather and the seasons. In History we shall be 

looking at events we commemorate like Bonfire night and Thanksgiving and the meaning 

behind these while in Geography we shall locate on world maps where celebrations take 

place. We shall also explore religious and cultural celebrations including Diwali, Hanukkah, 

Advent and Christmas. In computing alongside developing general computer skills, we shall 

be using a computer to make a card for a celebration and in DT we will make a card which 

uses a moving part.  Art sessions will focus on colour and self- portrait and link to our topic 

work on festivals and celebrations, exploring some modern artists, including Matisse, 

Picasso, Hockney and Jackson Pollock. We shall be using the Leeds Mindmate resources in 

PSHCE to explore the themes “Feeling good and being me” and celebrating differences with 

“Being the same and being different” and in PE we will be keeping fit and active with a mix 

of dance, gymnastics, yoga, games and multi skills.  At the moment, children will not need a 

PE kit in school as we are avoiding changing as part of our Covid-19 risk assessment. We will 

let you know in good time when your child will need a PE kit (which will be a white or purple 

t-shirt, black or navy shorts or joggers and pumps). 

We encourage children to have regular drinks of water during the day so please could you 

provide your child with a named water bottle. We are asking children to take these home 

each day so that they can be washed and refilled to bring back the following day. If you 

would like your child to have milk, please make sure you log onto “Cool milk limited”. If you 

did not register last year, the office can give you more details. 

This term we are happy to be welcoming a student teacher from Leeds Beckett University to 

work in Year 1.  Her name is Ms Amreen and she will be working under the supervision of 



Year 1 staff, observing in the first instance, then working with small groups of children 

building up to some class teaching by the end of the term. We look forward to having an 

extra adult in the class and are sure the children will enjoy getting to know her.  

How you can help?                                                                                                                                 

Regular reading with your child is vital in Year 1. This should be a short session of about ten 

minutes at least three times per week to enable your child to practise their phonic skills and 

to recognise tricky words by sight. Please date and sign your child’s reading record so that 

we know they have read their home reading books and so that we know to give them a new 

book. We will change reading books once a week in school. You will receive a separate 

homework leaflet with details about our big homework project this half term and ideas for 

other activities you can do together at home.  

Finally, please do make sure you come and talk to us about your child with any questions or 

concerns you may have. We want to work with you to keep your child safe, happy and 

learning well. Feel free to catch us at the start or the end of the day or ask at the office to 

make an appointment.  

We are really looking forward to getting to know you and your children as the year moves 

on!       

                                                                                                                               

Sara Mitchell, Susie Hopkins, Sue Strange and Mandeep Atwal 

 

Staff working in 
class this term 

PE Days Reading book 
bag 

Spelling day Library book 
day 

Sara Mitchell 
(teacher)  
-Mon/Tue/Wed  
 
Susie Hopkins 
(teacher) 
-Wed/Thurs/Fri 
 
Sue Strange (TA)  
-every day 
 
 Mandeep Atwal 
(TA) 
- every day 
 
Sanna Amreen 
(student teacher) 
- every day 

Likely to be 
Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays 
but could be 
subject to 
change on a 
weekly basis 
(currently no P.E 
kit is required) 

Every day 
(each reading 
group will have 
it changed on a 
different day) 

Phonics – 
every day, 
Your child will 
bring a sheet 
home with 
them to revise 
the sound and 
key spellings of 
the day. 

Visits to school 
library on hold 
at the moment 
due to Covid-
19 risk 
assessment. 
There will be a 
selection of 
school library 
books in class 
as usual.  

 


