
 

 

 

 

 

Reception Thames Class Curriculum Newsletter 

Spring One 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

We have had a great first term and the children have settled in really well to reception class. It was lovely to see them come in 

happily, catching up with their friends and telling us their holiday news. 

In literacy, the children have been learning their sounds and we have all noticed a great difference in both their reading and 

writing. During this term, we will be continuing to learn the phase three sounds and the tricky words. We have started to learn 

digraphs (when two letters make one sound, such as ‘sh’ in ‘shed’). Please help your child spot these.  Now the children are using 

their knowledge to read words (blending sounds) and sentences. They are also beginning to break up words into sounds 

(segmenting), so they can write words and sentences. The children are still visiting the school library on a Friday afternoon. This is 

when children need to return their old book to borrow a new one. 

Please continue to listen to your child read at home and write in their reading record. This is an important communication tool, so 

we know how your child is reading at home. Remember that we want reading to be an enjoyable and fun thing to do. Choose the 

time carefully and if it is just a page or two, that is okay. When you read a book with your child, can they read any of the words to 

you? Can they spot any tricky words? Can they spot digraphs on signs? It really can be done anywhere. We are continuing to 

update their sound books each Wednesday with the sounds we have been learning each week. It would also be good if you could 

encourage your child to write at home. Make the writing purposeful, such as making a list, or writing a letter. Your child will 

receive a sound mat, with this newsletter to help them do this at home. We would love to see any writing your child has done at 

home. This could be shared via Tapestry or by bringing it into school. 

We have also been learning the story of ‘The Little Red Hen’. The children are becoming very familiar with the story and are 

learning actions to help them retell it independently. We will be learning the vocabulary of ‘character’, ‘setting’, ‘problem’ and 

‘solution’ in relation to stories. 

In maths, during the first week we have been learning about the number six and will continue to learn about the numbers to ten 

this term. When we learn about each number, we focus on careful counting and the ways in which the number can be made (e.g. 

five can be made up of 4+1, 3+2, 5+0 etc.).  During the spring term we will also look at addition, subtraction, 3D and 2D shapes 

and positional language. On Wednesday afternoon there will be a maths meeting for parents. Where you can find out how we teach 

maths and what you can do to support it at home.  

Our PE day is on a Wednesday, so children will need a kit on these days. Please ensure that your child comes in clothes that they 

can easily take on and off. Such as polo tops rather than buttoned shirts and shoes without laces. Also make sure each item is 

named. 

Please make sure your child has a pair of wellingtons in school. Over the winter months our outdoor area can be very muddy, and 

we play outside all year round. 

Tapestry 



To keep updated with what your child is doing in reception class, you can log on to Tapestry. I know that many of the children’s 

accounts have not yet been activated. I will resend the activation link to these email accounts this week. Please check your junk file, 

as it may go there. If you are still having trouble accessing your child’s account, please let me know. If your child does anything at 

home that you would like us to know about, make an observation on tapestry. You can write what they have done and include a 

video or photograph. If you’re unsure how to do this, please ask a member of staff. 

Technology 

In reception class we do not spend a lot of time using computers or IPads. We would be very grateful if you could fill out the 

technology questionnaire that is attached to the newsletter. It would be even better if you could add an observation on tapestry of 

your child using technology. This could be playing a game, using a remote-control toy, using technology in the home, such as 

taking a photo or using the television. Even making a video of something that they have done at home that they are proud of. 

Key Person Groups 

This week we will be introducing key person groups to the children. Each child will have a designated member of staff (Miss 

Coulter, Mrs Atwal or Miss Jones). Initially, when your child comes into class and has self-registered using their named acorn, they 

will sit down with their key person. This will give them an opportunity to have a chat and discuss any news or and worries they 

may have. This key person time may develop as the year goes on and we will keep you updated.  

Your child’s key person is Miss Jones 

Reception Class Twitter 

To keep updated with what we get up to in reception class, look at our twitter account. The address is: 

https://twitter.com/misscoulterrec 

 

Thank you 

Miss Coulter, Miss Jones and Mrs Atwal 

 

 

 

 

PE Day Sound book day Library book day 

Wednesday Wednesday Friday 

https://twitter.com/misscoulterrec

