
 

 

 

 

Y2 Curriculum Newsletter                                                              Spring 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Welcome back to the Spring term and a very Happy New Year to you all from the Year 2 team. I 

know that this newsletter will reach you in the uncertain time of lockdown, but it is still important to 

let you know how this term will develop, and I am keeping my fingers crossed that we will be able to 

return to the classroom to complete much of it in school.  

Our topic this term is “Heroes’ and it will be introduced through a series of fun activities via our 

google classroom for the children to complete at home as part of a ‘Superheroes Week.’ The 

children will work to undertake tasks that only a caped or masked crusader possibly could! These 

tasks may involve; scientific thinking, mathematical reasoning, good reading skills and other skills to 

stretch and challenge them. However, please don’t think that the whole term will be centred solely 

around heroes wearing capes and masks! Our mainfocus will be our everyday, real-life heroes, past 

and present. This will include finding out all about Florence Nightingale and Sir Tom Moore. The 

children will also have an opportunity to identify their own everyday hero, finding out what they do 

or have done that makes them a hero. 

In Science we are going to be looking at everyday materials. We will be conducting a range of 

investigations and experiments regarding the properties of materials and what they can be used for. 

We will then use our knowledge of these to design and build a range of items fit for a particular 

purpose in D.T. In Geography we will continue to look at seasonal changes and we will develop our 

knowledge of the world as we continue to look at the world’s continents and oceans. In R.E we will 

be learning about how and why people pray and the meaning behind prayer. As a school we will be 

exploring the same PSHCE themes ‘Going for Goals, Good to be me’ We will be thinking about how 

we can overcome hurdles, learn from our mistakes and stretch our brains. We will be looking at pop 

art and the works of Andy Warhol and Roy Lichtenstein in art and aim to create our own pop art in 

the styles of the two artists.  

English 

The first few weeks are dedicated to poetry and we will be looking at various ‘monster’ themed 

poetry and stories as we work towards writing and performing our own monster poems. Be warned, 

some may be scary!! Our topic, as always, will provide lots of opportunities for writing across the 

curriculum. We will be spending a few weeks looking at ‘Traction Man’ by Mini Grey in English. There 

will be opportunity to think about what type of character he is, where the story takes place and the 

storyline. Our study of the text will lead on to us developing our own character and story based upon 

the theme of this book which we will plan, develop and write to present to the class. We will be 

learning how to undertake research (using information texts) which will be used to write reports on 

some of our real-life heroes. We will also be looking at fables, thinking about the moral behind each 

story. We will listen to a few familiar fables, but our main text focus will be ‘The Crow’s Tale’ by 

Naomi Howarth. We will be looking closely at the story sequence and events that take place, the 



crow’s character, and the world he lives in. The children will then have an opportunity to write their 

own version of this fable using the same viewpoint but a different plot. 

Whilst always adhering to best Shire Oak handwriting, we will continue our good work on sentence 

structure by ensuring the basics (capital letters, finger spaces and full stops) are used consistently 

alongside other punctuation (question marks, exclamation marks and commas in a list. We will add 

greater depth to our writing through the addition of time connectives, compound sentences, 

adjectives, expanded noun phrases and a wider range of sentence openers.  

Maths                                                                                                                                                   In Maths we 

will continue to practice our Passport targets to secure basic number facts and skills. The children 

routinely practise these each day and are tested once a week. To achieve each target, the children 

have to say or write their answers in 30 seconds so it’s really helpful to practise each target regularly 

at home too. Please ask if your child needs an updated copy of his or her current Passport targets.  

In year 2 we focus on 2X, 5X and 10X tables. Again, to be secure with these, the children need to be 

able to have instant recall of any given times table both spoken and in written form.  

We will begin this term learning all about multiplication and division. We will explore multiplication 

using arrays. Arrays are sets of objects arranged in rows and columns to make a rectangle. We will 

explore division through grouping and sharing. We will be learning to use the ‘×’, ‘÷’ and ‘=’ signs to 

record calculations. The children will learn that when they are multiplying numbers, they get the 

same answer no matter what order they multiply the numbers. This means that multiplication 

is commutative, e.g.,10 x 5 = 50 and 5 x 10 = 50. The children will learn that division is not 

commutative and can only be done one way. They will learn a variety of methods to calculate 

multiplication and division problems.  

We will also be looking at statistics and the children will learn to draw simple charts and graphs 

including pictographs, tally charts, block diagrams and tables. They will learn to sort categories by 

their quantities and will learn to compare sets of data. 

Problem solving will continue to be an important part of our maths when children are encouraged to 

apply their knowledge and skills and to persevere when they are stuck.     

The year 2 team are always available if you have any questions or concerns so pease don’t hesitate 

to get in touch with one of us.                                                                                           

Best wishes, 

The Year 2 team.  

 

 


